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Parish Office  
Hours .............. Mon. -Thur. 8:00 am-3:00 pm  

                                  Fri. 8:00 am-12:00 pm  

Phone  ...................................... 320-558-2124  

Email ............ office@churchofstlukes.com  

Website  ........... www.churchofstlukes.com  

Prayer Line  .............................. 320-558-6169 
 

Trustees ........ Donna Dovel & Gene Quast  

Finance Council Chairperson  .......... Daniel Flicker  

Parish Staff 
Parish Administrator  .......... Peter Anderson  

admin@churchofstlukes.com  

Director of Faith Formation  .... Connie OõKonek 

Parish Deacon  ................. Peter Bellavance  

Maintenance  ......... John & Rita McCooley  

Hospitality Committee  ........ Laurie Klaverkamp  

Parish Coordinator  ................ David Herzan  

davidherzan@frontiernet.net  

Music  ............................................. Judy Post  

Mass Schedule  
Weekend  

Sat. 4:00 pm; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am  

Weekday  

Tues. & First Friday 7:30 am 

Wed. & Thurs. 6:30 pm  

Holy Days  

As announced.  

Adoration Chapel Hours  

Mon. ñ Thurs.  Office hours  

Fri  9:00 amñ9:00 pm  

Hospitality Sundays  

2nd & 4th Sunday of each month.  

Sacraments  
Reconciliation  

Saturday 3:00 -3:45 pm or appointment.  

Baptisms/Baptism Prep Classes  

Please call parish office to make arrangements.  

Weddings  

Contact the parish office one year prior 

to your requested wedding date.  

RCIA 
Contact: Bruce Fladebo ñ320-558-4085 

bjfladebo@frontiernet.net  

Registration  
Welcome to the Church of St. Luke. 

Please call the parish office to become  

a  registered member.  

17545 Huber Avenue N.W. Å PO Box 249 Å Clearwater, Minnesota 55320 

Second Sunday of AdventÅ December 7, 2008  

THE CHURCH  OF 

Pastor Very Reverend Jacob Yali 



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
The Church of St. Luke is a Catholic Community, centered in Christ through baptism  and formed by the Eucharist.   

We strive to always be a community where every heart is touched by our Christian fellowship. 

Baptism  
Attendance at a one hour Baptismal Preparation Program is 
required and parish registration is expected.  Please call the 
parish office to sign up for upcoming classes.  The next class will 
be January 12, 2009 at 7 pm in the Parish Center. 
 

Weddings  
Contact the parish office one year prior to your requested 
wedding date and meet with Fr. Yali.  Marriage Preparation 
classes and a retreat are required. 
 
Support Group  - The next meeting of the Widows Support 
Group will be this Tuesday, December 9th at 7:00pm in the 
Parish Center.  Please come and share your ideas of where we 
would like to go with this new ministry.   
 

 
The family of St. Lukeõs Parishioners extends 
their sympathy to the families of Minora Post 
and Peter Sand.  Both are parishioners who 
died recently.  May they rest in peace! 
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Cycles of Faith  
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
 Admit it -you are already making yourselves crazy, what with 
decorations and gifts and special meals and travel plans, not to mention sending 
out the cards and annual letters. Some of you may even be thinking, "I'll be glad 
when all of this is over!" though I certainly hope not! Think back to those days 
over 2,000 years ago; under the quiet cover of night's darkness, a young couple 
set out on a journey. There was nothing of what we've added to this season, only 
quiet anticipation and prayer as they slowly made their way to an as yet 
unknown destination. 
 The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four, but is often described as 
the most striking and descriptive. Today's reading, from the beginning of  
the book, introduces us to John the Baptist. He is described as a voice of one,  
crying out in the desert, announcing to everyone who will hear him that the  
Messiah is coming. Imagine the excitement of those who listened to John; 
after  
centuries of waiting, the Christ was coming to baptize with the promised 
Holy 
 Spirit. 
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes St. John the Baptist 
as "the Lord's immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his 
way" (CCC 523). Indeed, he was the last of the prophets to proclaim the coming of Jesus Christ. Appearing with the characteristics of 
an Old Testament prophet, this holiest of men had waited all of his life for the moment when he could announce the coming of the 
Savior. He was patient; he was faithful. During this Advent season, as we remember the promise of a  
Savior who would save us from our sins, let us pray for patience and faith  
through the Holy Spirit. Now is the time for peace in our lives and in our hearts. 
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As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:  
"Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you; he will prepare your way." - Mk 1:2 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Monday, December 8th is the Feast of The 
Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass is at 7:00 pm 
 

Decorating Ministry Needs Volunteers 
The Decorating Ministry is asking for volunteers to enhance the 
beauty of the church.  If you only have a month or two you can 
help, thatõs what we are looking for.  Please call the church office 
and leave your name and number so we can call you back. 
 
Advent TreeñA reminder that your gifts should be wrapped 
with the identifying Christmas Angel attached to the outside of 
the gift.  Include gift receipts within the wrapped package.  
Return your sharing gift to the tree in the gathering space not 
later than TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH.  Thanks for sharing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to parishioner Curt Schibonski and his company, Netlink 
Communications for St. Lukeõs new Website.   
Check it outñit looks greatñwww.churchofstluckes.com 
Thanks to David Huisman for the donation of the Grand Piano in 
the Choir Area. 

Blood Pressure checks resume December 13th!  



A Great Gift for Christmas is the gift of òMemoriesó 
Faith Formation will be selling scrapbooking items. These are 
quality items and the prices start at just $3.50. Make a scrapbook 
for someone for the holidays or give your favorite òscrapperó some 
things to make their own books.  The dates of the sale are:  after 
the Reconciliation Program on Wednesday, December 10th and 
the weekend of December 13th & 14th after all the Masses.  Items 
will also be for sale after the Christmas Program on Dec. 14th.  
 
A Reminder!  Plan to attend the 2nd Annual St. Lukeõs 
Christmas Pageant.  The date is December 14th at 4:30pm.  
Hospitality will follow the program.   
 
When you are doing your Holiday Shopping, think about 
including a baby gift to be donated to Crisis Pregnancy Centers 
in this area.  Items needed are baby blankets, baby food, baby 
clothes, formula, etc.    There is a bassinette in the gathering area 
with the sign òGifts For Baby Jesusó.  Please put your gifts in this 
bassinette. 

 
Want to do something special during the season of 
Advent?  Visit St. Lukeõs Adoration Chapel and 
spend some special time in prayer. The chapel is 
open during office hours.  The Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed from 9am to 9pm every Friday.   
 

 
On display now through December 31, 2008 is a special 
exhibition of Wisdom Books from The Saint Johnõs Bible at the Hill 
Museum & Manuscript Library, St. Johnõs Abbey and University, 
in  Collegeville, Minnesota.  For more information call  
320-363-3514 or email lorzechowsk@csbsju.edu. 
 
 

 M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
òWe, the community of St. Luke, come together to worship with joy and unity, to guide our children in faith,  

to show compassion and love towards others, and to work together as a parish family, so that we may be instrumental in building   
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EnTheos 
How is the beginning of the liturgical year similar to the start of a pilgrimage? 
 
Every Advent begins a new liturgical year challenging us anew to renew and deepen our journey 

to God through the various yearly feasts and seasons. One of the richest images of church resulting 
from the deliberations of the Second Vatican Council is that of the church as "the pilgrim people of 
God." At our baptism we become members of a pilgrimage community on its faith journey to full 
covenant relationship with God. 
Each liturgical year becomes a living reminder of our lifelong pilgrimage to God. Throughout the year we celebrate feast days of those 
who have completed their journey to God, and who model for us how we are to conduct ourselves as pilgrim people. We also 
celebrate seasons that aid us in developing perspectives and attitudes that keep us focused on God. Everything that happens during 
the liturgical year is intended to help us get in touch with the holy in our lives, ultimately preparing us for final union with God. 
Our Muslim brothers and sisters are also renewing and deepening their relationship with God through their annual pilgrimage 
experience known as the Hajj, which this year falls on December 6-9. By visiting the Kaba in Mecca, they too take a journey to get in 
touch with the holy in their lives. Various rituals performed during the Hajj deepen their relationship to God and to their fellow 
human beings. 
Pray that their pilgrim journey and ours may ultimately lead us all to God. 
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The Clearwater ðClear Lake Food Shelf will be distributing 
Christmas Food Baskets Wednesday, December 17th from  
3-5pm.  Please call the Food Shelf at 558-2954 preferably by  
December 12th to request a basket.  Baskets will contain 
traditional favorites: turkey, stuffing, potatoes and dessert.  The 
Food Shelf is open Tuesdays 9-11am and 6-8pm, Wednesdays  
3-5pm and is in the Brown Building beneath the Blue Water 
Tower in Clearwater.  Sharing your gifts assures a Merry 
Christmas for all!! 
 

Ring the Bell!!  The Salvation Army is looking for Bell Ringer 
Volunteers at Coburnõs and the Travel Plaza.  If you can help, call 
320-558-5678. 
 
St. Lukeõs received a note of thanks from the St. Paul Cathedral 
Heritage Foundation for our donation of $392.51 for the 
restoration of the Cathedralõs exterior.  This is Phase I of repairs 
which will ensure that our beloved dome graces the skyline for 
centuries to come.   
 
Retrouvaille is an organization that can help couples who are 
living in the pain of a strained marriage.  If you, or someone you 
know, wants to get their marriage on track again but are not sure 
there is any hope, call toll-free 1-888-255-5314 or check the 
website at www.savingmarriages.org   Next program starts 
January 30ñFebruary 1.  Pre-register by January 16th. 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a time for 
couples to get away from distractions and to focus on one 
another.  Come find out why so many couples say that their 
WWME Weekend was one of the best weekends of their lives! 
Upcoming weekends include Feb 6-8 and May 8-10 at Kings 
House in Buffalo.  For info call 612-840-7630 or visit their website 
at www.wwmesection8.org/. 
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